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The Islamic State — 4 misconceptions
and 4 assumptions

1. The Islamic State is a product of the Syrian civil war and has to be defeated
in Syria

2. The Islamic State disposes over the support of the Sunni Arab population of
Irag and Syria

3. The Islamic State functions as a state in Syria and Irag

4. The direct influence of the IS leadership is global as they are conquesting
the world




1. The Islamic State is a product of the Syrian
civil war and has to be defeated in Syria
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1. The Islamic State emerged in Iraqg....

Names in English Period of activity

Organization of Monotheism and Jihad lgall g ua 5ill delea 1999-2004

Organization of Jihad’s Base in Mesopotamia Cdl Ll 3L 8 Aleall sacld auaii 2004-2006
Al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia

Al-Qaeda in Iraqg

Mujahideen Shura Council Slall A cplaadll 6 ) 5d (ulae 2006

Islamic State of Irag Al @l all A0 2006-2013

Islamic State of Irag and Syria Al 5 (8l & Byl Al sall 2013-2014

Islamic State of Irag and the Levant

Islamic State daadlaY) A Al 2014-



Abu Musab az-Zargawi
(1966-2006)

 Jordanian citizen

* Primary aim to overthrow the Jordanian Hashemite
Kingdom

« 1980s: foreign fighter in Afghanistan

« 1990s: creative differences with bin Laden

« 2003:relocated to Irag




SYRIA IRAQ drovince)
rge in
IRAN
Ramadio 5214/an
Baghdad
ANBAR
JORDAN
SAUDI
ARABIA

Provinces handed over
to Iraqi security control KUWAIT




2. The Islamic State disposes over the
support of the Sunni Arab population

®» The rise of the ISIS is due to the sectarian and ethnic tensions in Irag and
Syria

» |ts identfity if strongly linked to Arabism and Sunniism

®» The IS provides social service as s
ell (healthcare, education,
gifts for children)




» The rule of governance of the IS is based on terror and intimidation, not
public consensus

» 7006: Anbar Awakening campaign (30 Sunni Arab tribes against ISl)

» 7014: Second revolution of Syria (Hussein Suleyman)




3. The Islamic State functions as a state in

Syria and lrag
Islamic State’s leadership structure

Overview of how the militant group is organised based on research by the Terrorism Research & Analysis Consortium.
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» The army of the Islamic State constitute of tribes and small militias which
pledged their alliance to al-Baghdadi

» | 0oks like a banderial army of a medieval feudal empire

» A banderial army constitutes of small groups which are loyal to nobleman or a
landlord




4. The Islamic State is expanding all

over the world
aadBh U

Dzsihad hirdetve!

Ialy
abiSes Budapest

irdettek e ¢ '
O:"wudot : rd;“m:d :l:'oults ellen. Minden szoigdlatra kés: muzulmannak kotelessége felelnie erre
a hivdsra KVI pocs g flnlbd © telepllés feld, hogy Kisspdrie o hitetleneket. it az \deje, ho
igazsdgos indulatot ébressalink ezek ellen az emberi ruhékba bujtatott kigyodk ellen oty
KGlon figyelmet kapnak és emlitést érdemelnek azok a2 turdpal sremélyek, akik kidbrindot
kereszténységbsl (vagy nem is voltak soha keresztények) kérjuk Guet : VT
nyugati szenny ellen az isziam Allam oldalan, hogy sorsuk jobbra forg

. klrdjenek az Eurdpal Unié ésa

uljon!
Felhivas kihirdetSje: Abu Bakr al - Baghdadi
Erre a feihivisra kizérolag az Interneten lehet jelentkezni, az Uzenet targydnak pedig ad a
v Jig adj@a meg 3
kbvetkezd egy szot disihdd, Az internet segitségével — egy kis kutatds drdn - ‘.e\eheh‘vrlx.nf a

kapcsolatot. Minden id8k legnagyobb kalifdja — aki vildg muzuimanjainak vezetSie — &5 Allah etviria
ks "
hogy minél tobben jelentkezzenek erre a szent feladatral .

. Allah itél, és nincs, aki megvditoztathatnd az O itéletét. €5 & gyors ox elszdmoldsban .

CSATLAKOZZATOK A SZENT HABORUHOZ!

A Joall fad W ad-Dawlah al- islémiyyah




» The true nature of the relationship between
Affiliate and Core is usually undefinable

®» No gction implemented by an IS affiliate
can be automatically attributed
o the IS core

®» |S expands according to the Al-Qaeda network
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Conslusions

1. To defeat the Islamic State, we have to wipe them out of Anbar province

2. The Sunni Arab population is also a victim of the IS, not supporter or
beneficiary (no collective responsibility, hope for public insurgency)

3. The Islamic State’s structure is more like a tribal system than that of modern
state

4. The Islamic State is a network in which we cannot define the frue nature of
the relationship between the members




